Second Commettee

Saint Lucia

The issues before the Second Commettee meetings are:

1- Economic and financial crisis: impact on achieving the Millennium Development Goals

2- Climate change and Post-Kyoto arrangements: a big challenge to the achievement of the Millennium Delopment Goals

1. Economic and financial crisis: impact on achieving the Millennium Development Goals

The excessive external gap recorded by Saint Lucia places it in a very vulnerable position. Our country bases its economy on trade, tourism and foreing capital inflows, so it is closely influenced by external shocks. Its vulnerability is amplified by excessive public debt and by its susceptibility to natural disasters. This economic crisis could translate into a setback in the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals.

To face all these problems our country has already joined international associations such as the Small Island Developing States (SIDS)and the Caribbean Community and Common Market (CARICOM).    

Poverty reduction- Our country advanced in the fight againts poverty during the last 7 years focusing on rural communities, capacity buildings and the development of social capital  but the financial crisis has already wiped out our improvements. Recent poverty assesment estimate that 18.7% of households and 25% of the population live in poverty. Income inequality is quite high, with 26% of the population characterised as chronically poor. 

Education- The MDGs for education have already been achieved.

Child Mortality- There have been significant improvements in the healt status of our population and the infant mortality dropped from 19 per 1000 in 1999 to 13 per 1000 in 2000.

Gender Equality- This goal has been achieved in terms of all levels of education and of female participation rate n labour market. On the political side, considerable progress have been made.

Major Healt Concerns- There is an increasing incidence of youth and female HIV cases but our country has had a phenomenal succes in reducing the incidence of malaria and other major deseases such as cholera, dengue and typhoid.  

Environmental Sutainability-While no formal programmes or projects were initiated, collaborative efforts in various sectoral areas are raising awarness and changing attitudes. 

Global Partnership for Development- There is a slow progress in the area of developing a global partnership for development, so a significant amount of effort will be needed to achieve this goal. 

Saint Lucia posted deficit between 2003 and 2007 and this led to the accumulation of significant amount of public debt (73,8%) to finance persistent fiscal gaps. In this context the increase of oil prices, the slowdown recession in the United States and the escalation in food prices caused many problems in our economy and this situation is an obstacle to the achievement of MDG. 

Since Saint Lucia is an oil importing country, the hike of oil prices caused rising production and transportation costs, included prices of fertilizers for agriculture. In addition, this tendence led to the decline in tourism arrivals due to the increasing air fares associated with fuel inflation. In 2006, 51% of the Carribean Community’s total exports of goods went to the United States market, so Saint Lucia is affected by the slowdown in the United States economy. Our nation is a net importer of most basic grains, pulses and oil seeds so this deep dependence on imports reveals that Saint Lucia faces serious risks and problems related to food increasing prices.

Encouragement of private sector involvement could also be very important because of limited governmental capacity to undertake both training and research and development.
The only possible solution is that our country receives foreing capital investiments in order to expand its market and trade policy and to relaunch economic growth so that it can respect the achievement of the MDGs. It is not so simple to obtein foreing inverstiments, so we think our country can become the promoter of some scientific researches. Our government is interested in being mentioned around the world as promotor of one especial project improving in this way its fame. Our nation would ask to foreing industries that one of them should decide to invest its money in producing a solar protection cream which does not cause the bleaching of corals. This industry would finance this research itself but we can offer hospitality for one or more meetings on the subject (inviting freely in our touristic villages the company representatives and the researchers) and the availability of our environmental datas. We are not able to offer more than this but we believe that the company which should launch this campaign of research and this new product safeguarding the corals would have a great commercial succes, whatever its initial investiment and costs, because people all over the world are starting to take seriously this kind of problems.

Another action that can be undertaken is to study and improve biological coltivations on our territory, in order to aswer to the increasing demand of biological products from developed countries. 

2. Climate change and Post-Kyoto arrangements: a big challenge to the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals

A range of human activities and natural disasters threaten Saint Lucia’s natural resource base. Agricultural, commercial and residential developments are transforming natural habitats and depleting the natural resource base. The high natural fragility and vulnerability of natural resources are due to island’s small size. While our island is not responsible for the augmentation of greenhouse gases in the atmosphere, which causes the climate change, it is likely to be the first to experience the worst effects of this situation. 

Over the next 100 years, small islands like our nation, are likely to experience a rise in the sea surface and air temperatures, rise in sea level (as much as 9mm per year), changes in rainfall patterns, increase in the frequency of extreme events and a possible increase in the intensity of tropical cyclones. 

An increase in greenhouse gas emissions can cause beaches submerged, costal lands inundated, salinisation of costal aquifers, salt water intrusion into mangroves and estuaries, coral bleaching, fish contamination by biotoxins, damage to mangroves and  to coral reefs caused by storms, structural changes in fisheries sector, loss of fresh water aquifers, damage of dive tourism, destruction of human settlements. 

In addition our island is characterized by high exposure to natural hazards, a limited physical size which can reduce some adaptation options, relative isolation, limited natural resources and over exploitation (unsustainable human activities lead to degradation of natural systems), import dependance and high sensitivity to external markets shocks over which our nation exerts no control, high population density, growing urbanisation and industrial activity impacting on costal ecosystems, poorly developed infrastructures, limited human resource skills. 

It is necessary for our country to reduce social and economic vulnerability to hazards in general. There is no legislation at present which specifically provides for the private sector to be involved in any of the environmental protection issues or matters concerning sustainable development. There is a general acceptance of the need for responsible action on the part of private secto, but in the absence of well structured regulatory frameworks, many individual sector organizations do not exercise due diligence in their operations with regard to environmental management. This is evidenced by the recurring incidence of illegal dumping of industrial and commercial solid waste and liquid waste in rivers and streams. 

It is proposed that an assessment be undertaken on the relationship between environmental management and the private sector with the creation of frameworks for promoting responsible actions on the part of private sector. One of the responsabilities of the Sustainable Development and Environment Unit of our Ministry of Planning is to create an Integrated Development Planning. It is necessary to implement environmental management systems (EMS) and sustainable development management systems (SDMS). 

Significant resources have been allocated to disaster management over the past 10 years with some success. The Disaster Praparedness and Response Act and the Emergency Powers Act provide for a more effective organisation for mitigation, recovery and preparedness and make provision for the welfare and safety of persons in case of hurricane, earthquake, fire, flood or other disaster. 

Monitoring and observation networks have already been estabilished through the Carribean Planning for Adaptation to Climate Change (CPACC). However, these networks are often not working at their maximum efficiency, so there is a general need to strengthen and upgrade the observation networks. 

Climate data archives are in the process of being digitized and integrated into modern datasets for use by the climate monitoring community. 

In terms of managing the cosequences of climate change there are many actions that can be undertaken: infrastrucutre planning, long term land-use, legislation to avoid mal-adaptation, planning for disaster. It is possible to use natural ventilation to cool buildings and to descourage building in vulnerabe areas. It is necessary to build a new Build Code that can cope with climate change hazards. Another idea is to promote eco-tourism and low carbon-intensive activities (such as surfing, sailing, walking, shore diving, swimming, cultural activities). It is possible to support individual use of solar panels and to promote the installation of small scale renewable energy generators. It is useful to promote low-energy forms of transport such as cycling, shared cars, energy efficient cars. More actions can be: improvement of education and awarness on environmental risks and problems, a better monitoring and observation networks and facilitation to access to environmental datas on the part of the public. 

But most of all, it is necessary to urge the greatest developed countries to reduce significantly their greenhouse gas emissions. So it extremely important to plan frequent meetings between the nations over this essential subject.   

